
 
 
 
 
 
MEMO TO: City Council C.16 
 
FROM: Rosemarie Ives, Mayor 
 
DATE: April 19, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: Approve the Park Board’s Recommendation to Dedicate and 

Name the Auditorium at the Redmond Sr. Center in Honor of  
Past Council Member, Fred Meitzer 

 
 
I. RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Motion to approve the Park Board’s recommendation to officially name and 
dedicate the auditorium at the Redmond Sr. Center in honor of past Council 
member, Fred Meitzer. 

 
 
II. DEPARTMENT CONTACT PERSONS 
 

Danny Hopkins, Director of Parks and Recreation  556-2310 
 Tim Cox, Parks Planning Manager    556-2334 
 Tom Trueblood, Recreation Manager    556-2315 
 Lori Snodgrass, Park Board Chair    556-2311 
  
 
III. DESCRIPTION 
 

Background 
Mr. Meitzer passed away in April 2003.  He served on the City Council from 
1984 through 1987 and as part of the City Council was a staunch advocate for the 
Performing Arts and senior programs.  He was instrumental in the Council’s 
decision to allocate an additional $180,000 to the development of the auditorium, 
as well as, designing the stage, theater and dressing room areas of the multi-
purpose room.  He also directed the first play, The Silver Whistle, performed on 
stage in the auditorium.  Due to Mr. Meitzer’s extensive work in drama and his 
life long love of the theater he shared his vision to expand the, then planned 
“smaller theater”, into the reality of a larger more expansive one.   
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Process 
Mrs. Frances Meitzer approached the Parks and Recreation Director, Danny 
Hopkins, with a request to take into consideration dedicating and naming the Sr. 
Center’s existing multi-purpose room after her late husband, Fred Meitzer.  After 
reviewing background information brought forth by staff, and under due process, 
Director Hopkins instructed staff to move forward with the request and present 
the information to the Sr. Center Advisory Board for their thoughts and 
recommendation.  
 
In November 2003, the Sr. Advisory Board discussed this proposal and 
unanimously agreed to pass their approval along to the Park Board.   
 
In June 2004 the Park Board took a unanimous vote to recommend and carry 
forth, consideration and approval, to City Council, the naming and dedication. 
 
Parks staff so noted that per City Public Parks and Park and Recreation Related 
Facilities naming policy, Resolution #874, “an individual who has contributed 
outstanding civic service to the City of Redmond and who has been deceased for 
a period of at least two years” is eligible.  Mr. Meitzer will have been deceased 
for two years in April, 2005, at which time an appropriate plaque could be 
installed in the auditorium and become officially so named. 
 

 
IV. FISCAL IMPACT 

None. 

 

V. ALTERNATIVES 
 
1) The City Council may choose to amend the recommended name or send 

the issue back to the Park Board for further consideration. 
 

2) The City Council may choose to approve the recommendation at which 
time the Parks and Recreation Department will advertise the 
recommendation for public comment for 30 days.  If no comments are 
received within those 30 days, the request will take note and the 
auditorium will be so named and dedicated in honor of Mr. Meitzer. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
VI. TIME CONSTRAINTS 
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 No time constraint.  

  

 
VII. ATTACHMENTS 

 
A. Mrs. Meitzer’s letter of request to Mr. Hopkins 
B. JA American Newspaper Article – Dated July 31, 1987 
C. Commentary Article – Karl Thunemann 
 

 
 
/s/ Danny Hopkins, Director of Parks and Recreation  Date: 04/05/2005 
 
 
Approved for Council Agenda:  /s/ Rosemarie Ives, Mayor  Date: 04/13/2005 
 










